
Fifth Grade Summer Reading 
 

Select ONE Fiction book and ONE Nonfiction/Historical Fiction book from the list. 
 

Fiction Nonfiction or Historical Fiction 

-Goosebumps: How to Kill a Monster by 
R.L. Stine 
-Magic Treehouse: Afternoon on the 
Amazon by Mary Pope Osborne 
-A-Z Mysteries: Talking to T. Rex by Ron 
Roy 
-Lemons by Melissa Savage 
-Framed! By James Ponti 
-Restart by Gordon Korman 
-Insignificant Events in the Life of a 
Cactus by Dusti Bowling 
 -Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage 

-Who Was Jackie Robinson? 
-Who Was Walt Disney 
-Who Was Charlie Chaplin? 
-Finding Langston by Lesa Cline-
Ransome 
-Front Desk by Kelly Yang 
-Al Capone does My Shirts  by Gennifer 
Choldenko 
-The Bicycle Spy  by Yona Zeldis 
McDonough  
 

*Audiobooks are acceptable instead of traditional reading 
 
For each book (fiction and nonfiction/historical fiction) do at least one of the 
activities listed.  There is a total of four activities for Summer Reading, two for 
each book.  All work must be done in neat cursive and all pictures must be colored. 
When selecting books, choose one on your reading level that sparks your interest.  
 

Fiction Nonfiction 

-Write a short summary. Retell the story 
in 9-10 complete sentences. Include the 
main idea and some supporting details. 
 
-Write 7-10 questions you would like to 
ask the book’s author. 
 
-Write a new ending for the book. 
Pretend that the last 1-2 chapters are not 
there. Write another way it could have 
ended. Minimum 7 Sentences. 
 
-Make a cartoon strip book. Cut out a 
strip of construction paper. Must include 
at least 6 windows. Draw and color each 
section to tell major parts of the story or 
a singular scene. 

-Write about the new knowledge you 
gained from reading the book. What did 
you learn that you didn't know before? 
Minimum of 7 sentences. 
 
-Write about your favorite part and why 
you enjoyed it. Why was this part 
important to the book? Minimum 7 
Sentences. 
 
-Write a letter to one of the book’s 
characters. Minimum 7 Sentences. 
  
-Illustrate and color a new cover 
encouraging someone to read the book. 
Write a review on the back of the 
illustration. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other resources for finding good books for your rising 5th Grader: 
 
https://www.vsra.org/2018-2019-elementary-list 
 
https://catholicdos.org/english-language-arts-ncea-book-list 
 
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberyw
inners/medalwinners 
 
Try to stay within your student’s Lexile Reading level listed on your 
SCANTRON data. 
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