
St. Bernadette PTO Executive Board Meeting  

Tuesday, December 11, 2012 

7:00-8:50 p.m. 

Kwiatkowski Residence 

In attendance:  Patricia Beeks, Jeanmarie Spradlin, Chris Popeck, Erin Moore,  Rose Kwiatkowski, Kim 

Jones, Mary Fedorochko, and Sandy Barrick.   

1. Opening Prayer (Spradlin) 

2. President’s Report (Spradlin) 

a. Thank you to Mrs. Kwiatkowski for hosting the meeting this evening and Welcome Back 

Mrs. Beeks 

b. Secret Santa Shop and Breakfast with Santa – special thanks to Mr. and Mrs. 

Fedorochko, Mrs. Monroe, Mr. and Mrs. Kwiatkowski for the set up and manning of the 

sweatshirt sales.  This was a big hit.  Thank you to Lisa McGillin, Moe Loren and 

everyone else that volunteered at the Secret Santa this year. 

c. Diocesan Parent Teacher Organization (DPTO) minutes have been circulated and will be 

included with these minutes for distribution to the school community.  The next DPTO 

meeting is scheduled on February 23, 2013 at Paul VI High School.   

d. Car Magnets – Mrs. Monroe sent an email asking the PTO if they would pay for the new 

supply of car magnets.  A discussion was held regarding the Marketing and 

Development Team taking this on and paying for them.  A vote was called for and the 

vote was 6 to 0 No – the PTO will not be paying for the car magnets.   

3. Treasurer’s Report (Spradlin via email from Shepherd) 

a. Suggestion to add Mrs. Popeck as additional signer on PTO account.  Mrs. Beeks 

recommended that we ask Mrs. Feerst. 

b. Secret Santa made approximately $1200.00 

c. Uniform exchange has made $600.00 to date.  He suggested purchasing hand sanitizer, 

Lysol wipes and tissues with these funds.  Mrs. Beeks will ask for clarification on 

classroom needs from the teachers. 

d. Teachers have not used all their money yet.  Mrs. Fedorochko commented that they 

have until the end of the year so there is still time but maybe a reminder can be sent to 

them. 

e. Mr. Shepherd would like an email to go out to Room Parents regarding classroom 

activity and party funds and the use of the expense form.  Mrs. Beeks will email Mrs. 

Weiler regarding the reconciliation of the event fees that were collected as part of the 

PTO fees for 2012-2013.  The classes will get what was specifically collected for that 

classroom - $5/paid child. 

4.  Room Parent Update (Kwiatkowski/Jones) 



a.  Secret Santa – It was a successful event.  Thanks to Mrs. Loren, Mrs. McGillin and the 

rest of the ladies that volunteered.  More parent help suggested for next year.  Mr. and 

Mrs. Barrick were busy all day taking pictures, thank you. 

b. Christmas Parties – are scheduled for December 19th at 2:15 pm.  Everything is on track 

and all food had been approved by the nurse. 

c. Sock Hop/Disco – Mrs. Fedorochko had been approached by several middle school girls 

about changing the theme to 80’s.  Discussion was had that by changing things up we 

may bring in more attendees and if the older students like the 80’s it would most likely 

bring in their younger siblings.   Mrs. Kwiatkowski was to confirm that the 8th grade 

would still be in charge of the food for the event. 

d. Tables – We now have new round tables but we have no table cloths.  We would need 

12 for the tables we have.  Mrs. Beeks asked if they could be here before the 18th of 

January.  Mrs. Fedorochko made a motion that the PTO purchase 12 red round table 

cloths, Mrs. Moore seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  Mrs. 

Kwiatkowski will take care of the ordering.   

5. Ways and Means (Fedorochko) 

a. Golf Tournament – books are coming to a close on the tournament.  The umbrellas are 

almost gone. 

b. Poinsettia order has been placed for the church.  The flyer will be in the coming E-

Packet.  This past weekend orders were taken at all masses.  Mrs. Kwiatkowski also 

mentioned The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols Sunday, December 16th at 7:00 pm.  

Mrs. Beeks will check to see if there will be a flyer in the upcoming E-Packet. 

c. Parent Sweatshirts –   Sales at the Secret Santa were 175.  Orders are still coming in.  

Mrs. Fedorochko will be setting up in the back circle during carpool.  

d. Teacher Wish List – Parents are starting to get the program.  We still need to advertise 

more.  It was suggested that Room Parents reach out to classes; this is a great way to 

thank your teacher at Christmas.  These are items that they want and will be 

appreciated.  Some parents are concerned this isn’t something special for the teachers 

at Christmas.  Continue to encourage parents to fill items on the wish list and then do 

something special for the teachers during Teacher Appreciate Week or at the end of the 

school year.  In the past there had been a partnership between homeroom’s and 

specials.  This will be done next year.   

e. Auction – The menu is set.  Price is $40 per person.  Items for the auction are coming in 

slowly.  All the baskets have been decided.  A weekend needs to be reserved to sell 

raffle tickets before and after masses.  Over 300 sponsor requests are out.  Several 

teacher/staff parties have been promised. 

f. True Shred Project – Mrs. Beeks asked for an update.  Mrs. Fedorochko is working on a 

date for the spring but is trying to work around the wedding schedules. 

6. Principal’s Report (Beeks) 

a. Arriving on Time – stressing how important that the children arrive before 8:08 am.  

Emails have been going out and now students are given tardy slips when arriving late. 



b. Thank you to Mrs. Monroe, Mrs. Richard and the staff for helping out while she was out 

caring for her mom.  She is very grateful for all of the support. 

c. Jeff Carroll – He was asked to speak at the last PTO Executive Committee at Mrs. Beeks 

request to share the goals of Fr. Kevin and herself.    

i. The Cardinal Fund Initiative is just getting started.  Funds from this initiative 

could go to large projects like new windows.  PTO still has an important role for 

raising funds for things for the kids and teachers.  Diocese is asking the parishes 

to put together a committee of 20 or so members/parents some of which would 

attend the ISPD meetings.  Still looking for volunteers from the community to 

serve on this committee.  These initiatives are coming from the Office of 

Catholic Schools of the Diocese.   

ii. Mrs. Fedorochko asked for clarification of what was said by Mr. Carroll at the 

last meeting regarding the elimination of the small fund raisers ($7,000 to 

$10,000) and also the information provided regarding the Annual Fund success 

at St. James Parrish.  He stated they made $350,000.00 but what we found from 

members of that PTO that it was only $35,000.00.  Mrs. Beeks offered that the 

Annual Giving Fund is money, prayers and volunteers – time, talent and 

treasure.  St. Bernadette PTO has had successful fundraisers like the golf 

tournament and wrapping paper sales.  We have curtailed the number of 

fundraisers but it is not the goal to make these successful PTO fundraisers go 

away.   

iii. Mrs. Kwiatkowski asked if the money raised by these PTO fundraisers were 

going to the Annual Fund as well.  Mrs. Beeks continued to explain that we have 

a successful auction which would remain independent and these funds would 

be used for the PTO sponsored programs.  The Annual Fund monies are 

designated to something specific, large ticket items like a Fine Arts Wing or new 

windows.  This would be a pooling of resources to make bigger money.  Mrs. 

Fedorochko mentioned that the PTO Board should look at its expenses and re-

evaluate fundraisers for next year to just cover those expenses.  Mrs. Beeks said 

that through the PTO efforts plus the Race for Education we were able to 

renovate the Science Lab, Library and the Art Room.  It was very important that 

the funds raised were spent on what/where it was intended to go.   

iv. PTO is not just the Executive Board but all members of the school community so 

if we pool these resources we can be very successful in an Annual Fund along 

with going after the alumni.  Fundraisers that this PTO has done have been very 

successful for the items requested and by working together and pooling 

resources will be even more successful.  We do not want to see these 

fundraisers go away.   

v. Mrs. Barrick asked for further clarification on the role of the PTO versus the 

Annual Fund, specifically how will they work together, who is in charge and how 

does the PTO fit in?  Mrs. Beeks responded that the Annual Fund is for the big 

ticket items and those decisions would ultimately be made by Fr. Kevin. Work 



together as a community to collectively jump start the Annual Fund to raise 

money over several years for big ticket items.  Office of Catholic Schools doesn’t 

want to see us as separate. 

vi. Annual Fund is a systematic way for not just raising money but with prayers and 

time.  It will take about a year put a process together that will be sustainable. 

vii. Mrs. Kwiatkowski asked if Fr. Kevin is the one to make the decision and will he 

come to the school community for input.  Mrs. Beeks replied that she can’t 

answer for him. 

viii. Mrs. Fedorochko expressed concern about cannibalizing our sponsors with the 

Auction, Golf Tournament, Race for Education and the Annual Fund.  She also 

expressed concern on the timing of the Race for Education in the spring 

considering all the events/happenings that goes on at that time like the Car 

Raffle & Bishop’s Lenten Appeal.  Mrs. Popeck added the 8th graders graduation 

and Mrs. Spradlin mentioned the military moves.  Also by having it in the spring 

and then in the fall again it would be twice in a calendar year, what impact will 

that have on the fundraising?  Mrs. Beeks continued with once the Annual Fund 

is up and running then there may not be a need for a Race for Education and 

other fund raisers, but you have to have a jumping off point to get things 

started.  High Schools and colleges have been doing Annual Funds and have had 

no issues with raising the money, so now it is our time.  Mrs. Beeks also 

discussed that the Annual Fund does not just tap into the school’s parent 

community but also looks at the alumni, business partners and the larger 

community. 

ix. Office of Catholic Schools wants parent involvement and feedback.  Mrs. Beeks 

is meeting with Renee White tomorrow and will raise some of our concerns. 

x. Mrs. Moore asked if Mr. Carroll will present to the General Membership 

meeting in January.  Mrs. Beeks replied yes, it was proper protocol for him to 

meet with the PTO Board first. 

xi. Mrs. Barrick asked who could be a member of this committee.  Mrs. Beeks 

replied the parents, parishioners, alumni and business partners.  This committee 

would make recommendation for fund raiser beneficiaries and Fr. Kevin would 

make the final decisions.   

xii. Mrs. Beeks wished everyone a very Merry Christmas.  

7. Closing Prayer (Spradlin) – Meeting Adjourns 8:50 p.m. 

 

 

 


