
 

 

St. Bernadette PTO Executive Board Meeting  
Tuesday, September 11, 2012 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 
School Library 
 
In attendance: Patricia Beeks, Denise Richard, Jeanmarie Spradlin, Chris Popeck, Erin Moore, Kim Jones, 
Jim Shepherd, Amy Burger, Rose Kwiatkowski, Mary Fedorochko, Beth Monroe and Sandy Barrick 
 

1. Opening Prayer (Spradlin) 
 

2. President’s Report (Spradlin) 
a. DPTO Meeting Schedule was sent by Jim Rives, President of the DPTO 

         9/29/12 – St. James –Heller Hall – 8:30 am to 11:00 am 

         2/23/13 – PVI - tbd 

         4/13/13 – St. Michael School - tbd 
b. Discussed E-mail received from Mrs. Moscatelli, in the parish office, regarding 

fundraising efforts and that the lockers in the middle school need replacing more than 
updating the playground. 

1. Mrs. Fedorochko has researched the locker situation.  The lockers are 
approximately 8 years old and the ones prior lasted for 40 years.  She felt that the 
issue was with students not understanding how the locker actually works (pull up 
latch then open).   

2. Mrs. Monroe commented that the latches are what seems to be the issue.  Mrs. 
Fedorochko offered to reach out to a contact that she has made to see if the 
latches can be replaced.  This then could hopefully be done in house by Mr. Clapp, 
Eagle Scouts who need a service project or a combination. 

3. Mrs.  Beeks did ask if Mrs. Spradlin had responded, which she had, but will follow-
up again that we are “investigating the hardware” that seems to be the issue and 
will get back to her with our findings. 

 

3. Vice President’s Report (Popeck) 
a. Part of the VP responsibility in the past has to been to work with the school office on the 

magnets and brochures – Mrs. Popeck asked Mrs. Beeks if this would be something that 
the new Marketing Director will handle and the response was yes. 

b. Another part of the VP responsibility is to arrange for speakers at several of the General 
Membership meetings –Mrs. Popeck asked if this was to continue.  A discussion was had 
and it was decided yes but to limit it to 1 at the spring meeting.  Mrs. Beeks suggested 
maybe a mini-retreat. 
 

4. Secretary Report (Moore) 
a. It was brought to my attention that the minutes of August 22nd had an error in reporting 

the budget figure for the Fall Festival.  It should read $4,000.00.  Minutes will be revised 
and re-circulated.  Budget Report to be distributed as well. 

b. Mrs. Moore asked if the school thought about a Facebook page.  If the school had one, it 
would be a good way to reach others in the community.  We could post events and 
fundraisers and maybe even have a link from the Church Facebook page.  Mrs. Beeks 
said Mr. Carroll has started a Facebook page for the Alumni of St. Bernadette and has 
already had great success.  Mrs. Beeks asked if there was a cost – there isn’t.  Mrs. 



 

 

Moore to do additional research and maybe see if Mr. Carroll can help us since he has 
already done this recently. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report (Shepherd) 
a. Distributed Balance Sheet and Budget Overview report and reviewed format. 

 
6. Fall Festival Update (Kwiatkowski) 

a. Festival will be on 10/13/12.  Entertainment vendor “Games2U” (Hamster Wheel, Laser 
Tag, etc.) was approved.  Working on “Oliver Enterprises” (snow cones & popcorn with 
unlimited supplies, Airbrush Tattoo Artist, DJ and funnel cakes).  Total would be 
$1,530.00 for the day. 

b. Admission will be $5/child, $15/family maximum. 
c. 5 vendors are already confirmed working on getting other local vendors to participate.  

Knights will be selling Christmas Cards, working on Bingo, Miss Monroe setting up a 
craft table. 

d. Mrs. Fedorochko suggested if we can get the 4-7 graders interested in coming (Faculty 
vs. Student Laser Tag match) we will increase our chances of bringing in the younger 
siblings too. 

e. Discussion about whether Festival profit should be shared disbursed to 8th grade and 
the band if they work the Festival.  Mrs. Kwiatkowski to check with Mr. Snee about 
Service Hours for 7th & 8th graders if they work the Festival.  Mrs.  Kwiatkowski to check 
with Mrs. Lichtenberg about NJHS car wash in the lower lot that day. 

f. Pumpkins – currently priced at $2/per pumpkin which is more that we are willing to 
pay.  Mrs. Fedorochko may have 2 alternative options and she will look into those and 
work with Mrs. Kwiatkowski. 

g. Mrs. Kwiatkowski asked if the Race for Education would be taking place at the Fall 
Festival – per Mrs. Beeks it isn’t. 

h. Mrs. Burger or Mrs. Jones to contact our local fire department about bringing a truck 
out that day. 

i. Mrs. Kwiatkowski asked if we could look into signs that stick in the ground and place 
them in the median strip, Daventry and other local communities.  Mrs. Beeks thinks 
that is a great idea and to check with Fr. Kevin for permission for the ones in the 
median. 

 
7. Room Parent Update (Kwiatkowski/Jones/Burger) 

a. Mrs. Burger read comment in Pass Down Folder regarding last year’s festival and how 
can we ask for donations for food and water, charge for admission and then sell those 
same donations back to the attendees?  Per Mrs. Kwiatkowski, this year there will be 
no donations for food or drinks this will be covered under the budget and sold for 
$1.00 a piece, pizza will be $2/slice, popcorn $1/bag, $1/snow cone and $3 per funnel 
cake. 

b. Mrs. Jones asked if we are still doing the Halloween Ice Cream Sandwiches since the 
cafeteria has moved under the school.  Mrs. Beeks said we should still do it and we can 
get the ice cream through the kitchen and they would bill it to the PTO.  Mrs. Beeks 
also mentioned that the Ice Cream Social was usually on the Feast of St. Bernadette 
and the school does this.  Board was ok with continuing the Ice Cream Sandwiches at 
Halloween. 

 



 

 

8. Golf Tournament (Fedorochko) 
a. Date 10/22/2012 at Springfield Golf and Country Club.  Baskets for this event are being 

prepared and raffle tickets will be sold at the Fall Festival and after masses.  Asked if 
the brochure could be posted at the school office and at the vestibule and Mrs. 
Monroe said the SCA will take care of getting it posted. 

 
9. Box Tops et al (Fedorochko) 

a. The Box Top for Education Program:  A discussion was had with Mrs. Fedorochko, Mrs. 
Spradlin and Mrs. Beeks regarding the Program and the concerns of one of the parents.  
Mrs. Beeks is sending out a letter in the e-packet addressing the concern and letting the 
school community know that we will continue the program.  Mrs. Fedorochko gave us 
an overview and explained that at this time General Mills is just one of the over 200 
participants in the program and nothing more.  Mrs. Fedorochko will get to Mrs. 
Monroe her “Free Money Packet” so it can be sent to the school community regarding 
all of the fundraising programs: Box Tops, Campbell Soup Labels, Giant Bonus Cards, 
Safeway Cards, and Target Red Cards. 
 

10. Annual Auction (Fedorochko) 
a. Date 2/2/2013 at Springfield Golf and Country Club.  Theme will be a football “Super 

Auction” to coincide w/Super Bowl Sunday that weekend.  Monies raised will be for 
playground renovation.  Corporate Sponsor letters are out. 

b. Mrs. Fedorochko spoke at the Room Parent Meeting that was held before this meeting 
and let them know about the baskets and themes and the process. 

c. Mrs. Fedorochko asked Mrs. Beeks about the teacher parties.  Mrs. Beeks will get a 
school member/liaison to work with getting teachers involved with the teacher parties 
for the auction. 
 

11. Playground Renovation (Fedorochko) 
a. Mrs. Fedorochko has info from several companies that develop playground plans.  She 

will forward that information as it is available.  This could be a 2 year project and we 
need to make sure the community understands that.   

b. At the auction we should try to have a “Goal Thermometer”.  Make it clear this is a 
project that will be done in phases. 
 

12. Shred It And Forget It (Fedorochko) 
a. New fundraising event suggestion for the Spring.  Mrs. Fedorochko will look into dates.  

Mrs. Beeks has a hook up at this company and they are already supporting other 
Catholic Schools.   Mrs. Fedorochko will research other company’s but feels this is the 
one we should use if we decide to pursue this fundraiser.  Pricing would be $10.00 per 
reasonably sized box.  If we can net $3,000 it would be a successful event.  This type of 
event requires less manpower and time to run so more people would be willing to 
participate. 
 

13. Principal’s Report (Beeks) 
a. The Lab Learner Program for K-5 has been purchased and implemented with lots of help 

from Mrs. Richard and school staff. 
b. New Science Books and Workbooks were purchased for grades 6-8. 



 

 

c. Reminder in the e-packet to school community of carpool arrival and dismissal 
processes and concerns. 

d. Mr. Carroll is working with Mrs. White (Director of Marketing, Enrollment, Management 
and Special Project at the Diocese of Arlington) to look at our registration packages and 
magnets. 

e. Mr. Carroll is working on getting the Alumni Association more involved in school 
happenings. 

f. Room Parent Meeting looked to be a success and things are up and running thanks to 
the PTO. 

g. Has approval from Fr. Kevin to purchase a glass message board for the PTO.  Where 
would we like to hang it?  Decided it would be mounted outside on the brick wall to the 
left of the dedication plaque.  This is where flyers/banners/upcoming event information 
can be posted. 

h. Sincere thanks to all for the support for the school and her personally.  Fr. Kevin, Mrs. 
Richard, staff, teachers, PTO and the school community have been very supportive. 
 

14. Closing Prayer (Spradlin) – Meeting Adjourns 8:30 p.m. 
 

 

 


